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Renew PEI: Economic Recovery and Growth Submission  
Steve Howard, MLA Summerside - South Drive 

My urban district has issues that predominantly involve poverty, seniors, housing, and 
energy. With Summerside having a sizable senior population, a downtown core of small 
businesses, and running its own utility, it is little wonder these are topics high on our 
priorities. 

A Basic Income for PEI 

There are many facets to a basic income that would benefit our society. The small 
businesses that form the heart of our downtown, and indeed the heart of the Island economy 
at large, needs people that can afford to be consumers and clients. 

• More and more we see the forces of automation and income inequality place ever 
increasing pressure on middle and lower income families. The less Islanders have to 
spend, the less businesses will be able to operate. Our economy would be so much 
more resilient with financially secure consumers. 
 

• This issue affects parents, particularly single parents, as they are forced to accept 
work that provides a poverty wage, meaning a second job is required to get by. 
Households suffer when parents are absent and/or stressed. It ties to addictions, 
mental health, overall wellbeing and by extension family violence. To truly address 
these issues we have to get to the core of the issue, not try and treat the symptom. 
There would eventually be a huge relief on our support systems (and budget) as 
these benefits set in overtime. 
 

• A proper fee and dividend carbon price would be a small step in this direction and 
ease the burden on many Islanders who are suffering the most. A lower price on gas 
doesn’t help much if you have lost your job and are staying home due to COVID-19. 
A cheque in your bank account does. 

Healthcare Access 

Healthcare services, including mental health and addictions services, are essential for 
physical and mental health and wellbeing, as well as for active participation in the labour 
market and our economy.  

• Services should be provided in the local community when possible. This could be 
particularly effective for mental health and addictions services. We are in crisis and 
the response should be in that light. 
 

• Restore and expand mental health and addictions services. Expedite the new Mental 
Health Campus to replace the Hillsborough hospital. 
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• Continue to expand the scope of what various non-doctor health professionals can 
offer. 

Affordable and Thoughtful Housing Options for All 
Demographics 

General well-being is closely tied to having a proper place to reside and involves many 
aspects not captured in simply “more housing.” 

• New housing projects should try to ensure the integration, not segregation, of society. 
Intergenerational housing units where seniors’ complexes and family housing 
coincide would be a great boon to both the seniors and the youth if done properly, as 
examples in other jurisdictions have shown. 
 

• Ensure enough family friendly units are constructed and available, we have families 
living in single bedroom units because there simply is nothing else for them. 
 

• Implement short term rental regulations for properties that could be rented long term, 
while maintaining the original intentions of short-term rental programs - allowing 
renting additional rooms in homes and cottage rentals that cannot be used full year. 
 

• Increase home care supports. 
 

• Find a way to allow more dog friendly housing options. The benefits of this 
companionship are well documented and all the more important in light of the 
pandemic’s isolation, but many are isolated even without a lockdown. 

Make Smart Energy Choices 

Renewable energy and efficiency should be the least expensive options for Islanders at 
large scale, community scale, and at small scale. Price signals must reflect the desire to use 
more renewables and less energy overall. The happy side effects of doing so is an easing of 
the burden on lower income households and individuals. 

• Stop using carbon price revenues to subsidize energy consumption. Let Islanders 
and the free market decide by giving it back to Islanders in direct dividends. The 
carbon price is a recognition that using carbon has a social cost to our society that 
clean energy does not. Subsidizing gas with it (as we do now) is a contradiction to 
that fact. If an Islander wants to use the dividend to offset gas prices then they are 
free to do so,or they can look towards changing their consumption patterns and 
invest the money there. Carbon pricing is a price signal. 
 

• Energy rates should be geared to ensure that our smallest consumers are rewarded. 
This is in line with the preamble of our Electric Power Act where “energy efficiency 
and demand side management measures will be used when cost effective to do so.” 
Using a residential rate structure that aligns with these principles costs nothing. 
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• Currently our rate structure sends the wrong price signal as the more energy (kWh) 

that is used residentially the lower the cost of each kWh. The evolution of our 
electricity system should include a smart grid with time of use rates and demand side 
metering. Following the intent of the Electric Power Act like this would also have a 
spin off benefit of easing the burden on the lower income quintiles as they use less 
energy out of necessity, not out of convenience. 
 

• PEI has zero oil and gas resources to draw on. In the interest of local resilience 
harnessing our local renewable energy resources is our clear path to success. In 
order to do so we need to be able to store large amounts of energy. The 
electrification of heating and transportation offer challenges to this but also present 
opportunity. We can store vast amounts of power as heat and the batteries that exist 
in EV’s are a very low cost way to store electric power to help with demand. Both of 
these avenues, heat and transportation, combined with a smart grid could help 
balance our energy needs and allow us to increase the level of local renewables we 
can generate far beyond what we currently employ. 
 

• Ensure that the power of the PEI consumer/resident is harnessed. Create the 
environment and price signals Islanders need to fully participate in the energy 
transition. This will cost the Government less in its budgets, because the purchasing 
power of Islanders is also contributing, and also works to get Islander buy in and 
acceptance of the path forward. The community feeling involved is crucial to 
widespread acceptance and with that in place the pace of transition can be greatly 
accelerated to Islanders’ benefit. 
 

• In an accelerated transition, many new and high-skilled jobs would be created, and 
we will need to have the educational capacity in place to ensure that local workers 
can fully participate in this new economy. An eye on equality should be employed as 
we know that the current downturn has had a disproportionate effect on women, for 
instance. We also have many current/former energy workers who went to the oil 
sands to support their families; these workers’ needs should be considered in a just 
energy transition. 

Justice and Public Safety 

We must ensure that our systems are working towards the best outcomes for our 
constituents. Targeting simple possession, for instance, ties up law enforcement, 
criminalizes addiction, and creates increased situations where interactions with law 
enforcement feed more into an already burdened justice system. We already have a 
directive federally to not pursue simple possession charges in court so it seems quite futile to 
have enforcement in the province still without a similar directive. Having such a directive 
would send a clear and more constructive signal to both enforcement and those who might 
be willing to seek help. 

• A focus on treating addiction instead of criminalizing it. 
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• Ensuring our policies have a sensitive eye to the systemic racism and discrimination 
that our society is opening its eyes to. Policies developed by those ignorant of these 
issues are sure to have occurred in our problematic past. We should be honouring 
the petition for a full analysis of our policies through a lens of true equality. 


