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Renew PEI: Economic Recovery and Growth Submission  
Trish Altass MLA Tyne Valley- Sherbrooke 

Based on the feedback I have received from constituents and stakeholders in District 23 
Tyne Valley-Sherbrooke, as well as feedback I have received as official opposition critic for 
Health and Wellness and for Fisheries and Communities, I offer the following for the 
council’s consideration: 

Meeting Basic Needs 

Support programs, like CERB, were effectively rolled out quickly. However, many people 
were left out, leaving both federal and provincial governments scrambling to fill the gaps. 

• A Basic Income Guarantee that follows the principles outlined by the special 
committee on Poverty would be more effective in ensuring everyone can live with 
dignity. It should be more responsive to both individual needs and societal 
emergency situations, like the pandemic. 
 

• Short term income supports must also be made available for those who need to take 
time off work due to illness or childcare, and who do not have access to paid sick 
days. 

Timely and Appropriate Access to Healthcare 

Healthcare services, including mental health and addictions services, are essential for 
physical and mental health and wellbeing, as well as for active participation in the labour 
market and our economy.  

• Effective integration of healthcare services achieved through meaningful engagement 
with healthcare professionals, communities, individuals and stakeholders. 
 

• More services provided locally in community based settings whenever possible. 
 

• Restore and expand mental health and addictions services. Expedite the new Mental 
Health Campus to replace the Hillsborough hospital. 
 

• Women’s health services must be fully restored and maintained. 

Safe and Affordable Housing 

Being able to attain and sustain employment is dependent on having a safe, affordable and 
stable place to live. 
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• Implement short term rental regulations for properties that could be rented long term, 
while maintaining the original intentions of short-term rental programs- allowing 
renting additional rooms in homes and cottage rentals that cannot be used full year. 
 

• Support infrastructure needed for new housing developments where demand is high. 
E.g. Rink road and/or Clyde Minard Way in Tyne Valley. 

Accessible and Affordable Childcare 

Women’s labour force participation was disproportionately impacted by the pandemic. 
Improving access to childcare is an important step to support more women to engage in paid 
work. 

• More childcare spaces are needed. E.g. Many parents are in need of childcare in the 
Port Hill area but the closest licensed day care is at capacity. 
 

• ECEs are providing an essential and extremely important service. They need to be 
paid a living wage. 

Support for Local Businesses 

Small local businesses are the backbone of our economy and contribute to thriving 
communities. 

• More supports to ensure small businesses can keep the doors open and maintain 
staff. 
 

• Support innovative new local businesses that are responding to opportunities or 
addressing a need within our communities. 
 

• Increase tuition bursaries and paid training opportunities in high demand employment 
areas. 

 


